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PSA L. cxix. BOY 


Rivers of. waters run down mine eyes, 


becauſe they keep not thy Law. 
Or, as it is in the other Tranſlation, 
Mize eyes guſh out with water, becauſe 
men keey not thy Law. 


E deſign of our aſſembling at this 
time, is to excite and encourage one 


and Frofaneneſs, and maintaining the 
S I 5 Honour of God and Religion in the 
3 World. And becauſe a zealous and 

| ſteady proſecution of this work is 
not to be exped ed, but where there is firſt an inward 
concern and grief at the wickedneſs that we ſee in 


the 


2 —— >* rotate Ap. 


another in making head againſt Vice 
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the world ; nor is that concern and grief to be raiſed 
and kept up in the mind, bur by firſt conſidering 
the Work as the Cauſe of God, and then making it 
eur pw? Cauſe upon a fix d Principle of Duty and 
Conſcience; therefore, 1 ſhall take cata from the 
words of the Halmiſt, to enquire into theſe two 
heads : early 81 * 


I. Ee, How does it become, a good Man to be 

affected, when he ſees and obſerves the Wickel. 
neſs of the world > He ought to lay it to hear, 
and to be grieved and concerned at it. 


II. Secondly, What 1s to be done on the part of 1 
good man, to ſhew that his grief and concen 
ate hearty and ſincere. . 


If. then, How does it become à good man to be 
affected, when he ſees and obſerves the wickedneſs of 
the world? He ought to lay it to heart, and to be 
 grieved and concerned at it. For, as Religion is, pro 
perly the Cauſe of God; ſo every good man has i 
effect enter'd and lifted himſelf in the /ervice of tha 


_ : . 
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one new men, or (in other words). have quinet 
the ſervice! of the Enemy, and are come over to/the 
ſde off Religion; in this caſe, the Cauſe of God vi- 
fbly proſpers and gains ground; and the conſidera. 
tion hereof is juſt aner of Triumpb and Rejoycing 


o every good” mam; being, in effect the ſucceſs and 
foſperity of his Zam Cauſe. 


On the contrary, when the Wich of mankind. 


encreaſes, and ve ſee Vice grow more faſhiona 

and leſs ſhameful in the eyes of the world; when 
men 80 on to fin with greater degrees of boldneſs 
and openneſs ;, when' new kinds ot Vice ſpring up, 
and old ones take deeper root; and when our own 
eyes are witneſſes, how ſome who ſeem'd to be hearty 
in Religion, are fallen away; and others, who are and 


Mer all Endeavours to reclaim them; in this caſe, 
the Empire of Sin and Satan upon earth is enlarged, 
and the Cauſe 6f God and Religion loſes ground; and 
by conſequence as many as are engaged in the ſervice 


mieved and àfflided, to ſee that: wickedneſs prevails 
nd gains ſtrength upon the earth. 

And to be inwardly grieved at the encreaſe of 
wickedneſs, is ſuch. a neceſlary effect of a real con- 
ern for Religion that whoever ſees it (as, God 
knows, it is too viſ ble) and yet does not find him- 
Elf ſenſibly zrieved and affedted\ with the fight, may 
eſt aſſured that the Cauſe of God and Religion iS 


wickedneſs, of every particular notorioas Sinner will 
raiſe in his heart a proportionable meaſure of grief and 
concern. The heart that honours and loves God, 


front 


have been wicked, remain obſtinate and incortigible 


and concerned for the honour of that Cauſe, muſt be 


dot at his heart. Fer whoever has that Cauſe at his 
heart, will not only grieve to ſee a general corrup- 
tion of principles and manners in 4 Nation ; but the 


cannot but be -greived to ſee Sinners deſpiſe and ak. 
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front him; the heart that loves man, as the image 
of God, cannot but grieve to ſee him run on obltj- 
nately in the way that leads to eternal deſtruttion. 
In like manner, a due reverence to the Name of 
God, mult of courſe raiſe a ſenſible uneafineſs in evety 
good man, when he hears that holy Name profaned 
and blaſphemed by oaths and curſes; as a conſcien- 
cious regard to the Laws of God, grounded upon 2 
ſenſe. of the Purity and Holineſs of them, cannot fail 
to raiſe a concern in Righteous and Religious men, 
when rhey ſee thoſe Laws openly deſpiſed and tramp- 
led on by bold and profligate Sinners. 8 
This then is a neceſlary teſtimony of a good man, 
one who has the Cauſe of God and Religion at his heart, 
to be grieved and concerned at the growth of fin, and 

the wickedneſs of mankind. And accordingly, this 
zeal for the honour of God and his Laws, and this con- 
cern at the open violation of them, appears eminently 
in the practice of ſome of the beſt men that we read of 


in Scripture. When I/-ae/ had corrupted themſelves 


with Idolatry, and thrown down the Altars of the true 
God, Elijah (as we read, -1 Kings xix. 14.) was very 
Jealous 77 the Lord God of Hofts. David, when be faw 
the profaneneſs of mankind, tells us (Pal. 69. 9. 
that the 2eal of God's houſe had ev'n eaten bim up; and 
he makes all wicked men, 2. e. all the Enemies of God, 
to be his own Enemies (P/2l. 139. 21.) Do not 1 
bate them, O Lord, that hate the? and am not!] grit 
ved with thoſe that riſe up againſt thee ? Na, 1 hate 
them right ſore, ev'n as tho' they were mine Enemies: 
and we are told in the Text, that when the P/almil 
obſerved among the People, only a Neglect of the 
Laws of God, his eyes guſh'd out with water, and he 
was overwhelm'd with grief. And a more early teſti- 
mony than all theſe, of the concern of a good man dt 


the wickedneſs of the world, is that of righteous Ls! ; 
hy * | 0 
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ot whom St. Peter lays (2 Pet. ii. 8.) that that zjgb- 
ſcous man, dwelling among a People abominably wicked, 
in feeing and hearing, vexed bis righteous ſoul from day 
to day with their unlawful deeds. _ a eee 

For as this grief and trouble at the wickedneſs of 
mankind, is the neceſſary and immediate effect ot a con- 
cern for the Honour of Almigity God and. his Religion 
upon earth; ſo it is what every righteous and good man 
will feel, more or lefs, in his own breaſt ; and whoeyer 
feels it not, may reſt aſſured, that he has not Religion 
and the glory of God at his heart. 5 


I paſs on to the Second Enquiry; 
II. What is to be done on the part of a good man, 
to ſhew that his grief and concern at the wick- 
edneſs that is in the world, are hearty and ſin- 


1/?. The immediate effect of a real grief and concern 


at the wickedneſs of mankind, is a firm reſolution, that 


we will uſe our utmoſt diligence to oppoſe and make 
head againſt it. In many caſes we are grieved at things 
we cannot help, and concerned at Evils that it js 
waolly out of our power to prevent or amend ; and 
in ſuch caſes, Grieving is the only teſtimony we 
can give of our diſlike and abhorrence. But when 
the Evil we pretend to lament, is ſuch as may in 
lome meaſure be help'd and remedied by our own 
Endeavours; there, to grieve and fir ſtill, is by no 
means a teſtimony of a fincers and hearty con- 


cern. Ir is rather, a teſtimony of the contrary, that 


the grief and concern we wou'd be thought to 
have, is only pretended and Hpocritical. Now, 8 
it is in the power of every man, be his condi- 
tion what it will, to oppoſe an! diſcountenance 

B Vice, 
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Vice, in one degree or another; ſo no man muſt 
reckon that he is truly grieved at the wickedneſs 
of the world, unleſs his grief be accompany d with 
a reſolution ro exert himſelf in oppoſing and dif- 
countenancing it, as far as his Station and Abilities 
enable him. Nothing more common in the - world, 
than to hear men inveighing againſt rhe wickedneſs 
of mankind, and lamenting the great growth of ir, 
in expreſſions full of zeal and concern for Reli- 
gion; and for doing this, they expe:t to be reckon'd 
the Patrons of Virtue and Goodneſs in the world, 
Whereas, in truth, good words make thefe juſt ſuch 
ſupports to Religion, as they made a certain fort 


of Perſons that St. umes ſpeaks uf ( chap. ii. 15.) 


ſupports to the Poor; who, when they ſaw a bo- 
ther or ſiſter naked and deſtitute of daily ſood, 
would pretend a great compaſhon for them, and ſay, 
Depart in peace, be you warmed and filled; but they 


gave them not thoſe things that were needful to the | 


body. This, I fay, is juſt ſuch Charity to the Poor, 


as general Invectives againſt Vice, without endeavours | 


to reform it, are a zeal for God and Religion. To 


come up to this character, we muſt not only con- 


ſider Vice in general, and exprefs our abhorrence of 


it at large ; but we muſt ſet ourſelves againſt par- | 
ticular Vices, and thoſe roo as reigning in the hearts, | 
and appearing in the lives, of particular perſons; and | 
we mult refolve, that we will leave no way unattempt- } 
ed, no means ' untry'd, that may probably help to re- 
claim and reform them. We mult firſt confider of the 


moſt proper Remedies, and then how to adminiſter 


thoſe Remedies in the moſt proper methods; what are 


the Arguments that are moſt likely to be effectual, and 


what the Times moſt ſeaſonable to offer and enforce | 


them; how we may manage and carry on the work 


with the belt advantage; by our ſelves, or — . 
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by Reaſonings, or by Admonitions; in the way of 


Gentleneſs, or in the way of Severity. And white 
we are Delllberating about theſe things, we mult not 


be faint or diſcouraged, if we foreſee Difficulties in 


the way; bur it muſt be our fix'd and ſettled Re- 
ſolution, that whatever appears to be fairly practi- 
cable, ſhall certainly be done. 

For it is a work that in many reſpects requires 
great degrees of Patience and Reſolution. The ve- 
ry attempt to reform others, -ſuppoſes they have 
Vices that want to be reformed ; and that ſuppoſi- 
tion carries in it ſomethings that is harſh and un- 
grateful, and, however fincerely intended for their 
good, does ſometimes provoke ſinners to be our 
Enemies, or at leaſt to ceaſe to be our Friends 
to charge us with rudeneſs and ill-nature, in return 
for the greateſt inſtance of Kindneſs and charity on 
our part. Sin alſo, when it is grown into a habit, 
is apt to make men very froward and uneaſie un- 
der any admonitions and perſwaſions to leave it; 


and after great pains has been taken with a ſinner 


in order to reclaim him, we ſhall oft- times find that 
it has been labour in vain, and ſee little or no hope 
of his reformation in the end. So that upon both 
theſe accounts, it is neceſſary that whoever ſets him- 
elf to ſuppreſs and diſcourage Vice, ſhould be arm- 
ed before-hand with great degrees of Patience and 
Reſolution, And theſe he is to arm himſelf with, 
by conſidering that the Cauſe he is engaged in, is 
the Cauſe of God and his Religion, againſt Sin and 


| Satan; that no labour can be too great for the fa- 


ring of a Soul; that tho' he cannot perhaps make 
his neighbour better, it is a great work if he can 
keep him from being worſe; that altho* he do 
ail in the whole, and can neither work him into 


daodneſs, nor reſtrain him from wickedneſs, yet his 
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honeſt* Frdeavours to do it are accepted of God, 
and will meet with a «diſtinguiſhing reward from 
His hand. To this pnrpole, St James (v. 19, 20.) 
concludes his Epiſtle with a remarkable Encouragement 


to every Chriſtian to labour in this bleſſed Work: 


Brethren, ſiys he, if any of you do err from the truth, 
and ene convert him ; let him know, that he which con- 
verteth a ſinner from the errour of his way, ſhall ſave 
a foul from death, and ſhall hide a multitude of fins. 

Theſe then are the Reſolutions, and theſe the En- 
deavours that will appear in every Chriſtian, who 
IS ſincerely grieved and concerned at the wicked- 
nefs of mankind. For fince every Chriſtian is by 
his Profeſſion a declared Enemy to fin ; the oppo- 
ſing and diſcouraging of fin, where-ever it is found, 


is by conſequence the proper work of every Chri- 


ſtan in general. But, 


"'2dlp, This concern and reſolntion to diſcourage 
and ſuppreſs Vice, ought ro appear more emmently 
and more peculiarly in thoſe who have received a ipe- 
cial Authority from God to do it, and have there- 
upon a ſpecial obligation to excrt their Authority 


for this good end, within rhe bounds and limits of | 


their reſpettixe Powers: As, Parents over their Chil- 
dren, Maſters over their Servants, Miniſters over the 
Flocks which are committed to their Care, and Ma- 
giſtrates over all Perſons whatſoever within the 
compaſs of their Power and Authority. © To each 
of theſe God has given a Commiſhon to oppoſe and 


ci ſcountefſance Wickedneſs : to Parents, and Malters, 


by corpral puniſhments and other reſtraints and di- 
couragements, as occaſion requires; to the Miniſters 


of! the Goſpel, by earncſt and repeated Admonitions 
and Reproots; and to the Magiſtrates, by a vigo- 


tous execution of the Laws againſt Vice and Pro- 
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finenels. It is, as I have already obſerved, the 
duty of Chriſtians in general, to ſhew their abhor- 
rence of Vice, and their concern at the wickedneſs 
of mankind, in an honeſt endeavour - to convince 
and reclaim Sinners, in all places and at all times, 
as they ſee occaſion, and opportunities come in their 
way; and this, Parents and Maſters, Miniſters and 
Magiſtrates are obliged-to, in common with all o- 
ther Chriſtians. But beſides this general Obligation, 
they have alſo, each of them, a particular Charge 


of their own to take care of; .as being ſpecially 


appointed thereunto by the Providence of God, and 
having received from him, in their ſeveral ſtations, 
full and ſufficient Authority to reftrain and diſcou- 
rage wickedneſs in all thoſe wiom he hath com- 
mitted to their Care and Government. 
There is a pretence, by which Chriſtians at-large 
excuſe themſelves from attempting the reformation 
0: particular Sinners; that tho' it is true, they have 
known them long, and to their great grief, have be- 
held the wickedneſs of their ways, yet they bear 
no relation to them, nor have any Authority over 
them, and therefore are not obliged, more than the 
teſt of their neighbours, to be at the pains of ex- 
horting and admoniſhing. Now, this is a ſtrange way 
of reaſoning, that becauſe every one is obliged to 
put-to a helping hand, and the reſt neglect their Du- 
ty, I am therefore diſcharged from mine. If any ar- 
gument is to be drawn from that avoiding and neg- 
lecing of the work by others, it is this; that there- 
fore there is the greater need, and by conſequence the 
greater obligation upon me to attend it. | 
But ſuppoſe this were a good Excuſe to Chri- 
ſtians at large, as it certainly is not; yet Parents 
and Maſters, Miniſters and Magiſtrates, could have 
no right to plead it, becauſe to them God has 
: point- 
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pointed out the particular perſons whoſe manners 
and behaviour are to be their particular Care, and 
bas given them ſpecial power and authority over 
thoſe very perſons for that very end: It is 2 
Charge that he hath committed to hem in parti- 
_ cular; and from them he will require a particu: 
Jar account, how well they have executed it. And 
ſince the obligation is thus ſtrict; how far are 
they from being duly concerned for the honour 
of God, or grieved or concerned at the wicked- 
neſs of mankind, and how much further from ſtu- 
dying to reform it, who can ſuffer the very per- 


ſons that God hath committed to their own im- 


mediate government, to go on quietly and ſecure: 
ly in a wicked or diffolute courſe ! How can Pa- 
rents and Maſters, in particular, who muſt be eye- 
witneſſes of the greateſt part of the behaviour of 
their Children and Servants, anſwer it to their 


own conſciences, to ſee them wicked, and yet ſtand 


by unconcerned ; and how will they anſwer it 
to God at the Laſt Day, when the wickedneſs 
they have tolerated in thoſe their Inferiors, ſhall 
riſe up in judgment againſt themſelves? This is 
ſo far from laying the wickedneſs of mankind to 
heart, or being grizved to ſee it (as the P/alniſt 
was in the Text, and as every good man ought 


to be,) that it makes them the chief Patrons and 


Encouragers of it; ſo far from a zea! and for- 
wardneſs to ſuppreſs Vice, that the ſtricteſt Com- 
mand from God cannot force them to lifr up a 


hand againſt it; and, finally, ſo far is it from the 


looking abroad for Opportunities to oppoſe and dil- 
countenance Sin, that ir is the nouriſhing and che- 
riſhing of it within their own Walls. 

But tho' the Vices of Chi/dren and Servants cannot 


well eſcape the knowledge of their Parents . 
2 ſters; 


— 2 — — hp Aa mop ns 


22 $0 


a 


| for Reformation of Manners. wr 13 


ſters; yet this is an advantage which Miniſters and 
Magiſtrates have not in the exetciſe of their Autho- 
rity ; eſpecially in Places, that are large and populous. 
In fach Places, Vice may lay hid in many corners, 
notwithſtand ing their utmoſt diligence to find it out; 
and vicious Parents and Maſters, and all thoſe who 
live under their government, may go on long unte- 


proved and unpuniſhed, for want of due Informa- 


tion to the Miniſter and the Magiſtrate; who there- 
fore cannot be ſo ſerviceable in the ſuppreſſion of 
Vice as they othetwiſe might, unleſs aſſiſted by pri- 
vate Intimations from others, who have better o 


portunities to obſerve - the behaviour and converſa- 
tion of particular perſons. And whatever Reproa- 


ches may be caſt upon ſuch men, for this charitable 
office to the ſouls of their neighbours, it is undonb- 
tedly in it ſelf a pious and religious work; ſuch 


an expreſſion of hatred againſt Sin, and of zeal for 


God's Glory, and the Salvation of mens Souls, as 
highly becomes every Chriſtian. And as long as 
they are conſcious of the ſincerity of their own In- 
tentions, they have no reaſon to regard the Scoffs 
and Revilings of men; both becauſe their zeal and 
diligence in this good work, notwithſtanding all 
the Reproaches of men, will be ſure to meer with 
a ſpecial Reward and Commendation from God; 
and alſo becauſe they are the Reproaches of Evil 
men, and, on that account, are to be eſteemed 
Honours rather than Reproaches. They are the 
Reproaches of Lewd Places . and Lewd Perſons, the 
Reproaches of profane Swearers and Scofters at 
Religion, the Reproaches of publick Nurſeries of 
Gaming, and Harbours of Drunkenneſs and of 
ether vile and unchriſtian Practices; all which are 
open and grievous offences againſt the Majeſty of 
God, And as it is the Duty of a good Subject to 

| alt 
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an earthly Prince, to give Information of all Trea- 

1ons againſt him and his Government, to the end 
the Actors in them may be reſtrain d and puniſh'd; 
* 1 is it no leſs the Duty of the Subjects and Set- 
vants of the Great God of Heaven and Earth, | 
to inform his Vicegerents and thoſe who are in | 
* Authority under them, of all ſuch abominable Prac- M | 
tices; which ate. properly Treaſons againſt the Ma- 
| Jeſty of Heaven, and when the Actors are formed 
| into à kind of Aſſociations for carrying on the work | 
of Satan, are no better than an open Rebellion 2. 
C gainſt God, and a Defiance of him and his Laws, 
| And when wicked Men openly aflociate agarmſt the 
| Cauſe of God, it would be very ſtrange in a Chri- 
| ſtian Country, if good men ſhould be cenſured for 
allociating for it ; eſpecially, when they intend no 
more, than to make themſelves ſubſervient ro Legal 
Authority, that is, no more than to give the Laws 
againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality of all kinds, the 
| effect which the Legiſlature, intended them. And it 
( it happen that, an ill-defigning perſon ſhall ſome- 
times mix with them, and carry on his own pri- 
A vate Intereſt under colour of ſuppreſſing Vice and 
3 Profaneneſs, this is not to be wonder'd at; ſince it 
| Is natural for men of the worſt Deſigns, to chulc 
| ro execute them under the beſt Colours, and in the 
| beſt Company, where they think they may ſtand 
| moſt clear of Suſpicion; and the Lives and Cha- 
racters of the Body of thoſe Perſons who have enga- 
ged in this excellent work, together with the Care 
they have taken, and are ready to take, to ſee pub- 
lick Juſtice done upon ſuch Impoſtors, ought for ever 
to filence all Objections of that kind, and to induce all 
good men to have their hearts and hands open to en- 
courage the work, and to help forward the publick 


Proſecutions of vicious Perſons and diſorderly * ; 
n 
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And the Magiſtrate has the greateſt need that can 
be, of ſuch zealous and _ vigorous, Aſſiſtance in the 
execution of the Laws - againſt Profaneneſs and Im- 
morality, within theſe large and - populous Cities: 
Where great Wealth and Luxury ſow the ſeeds of 
Luſt and Debauchery, and much Idleneſs is à daily 
Temptation and Opportunity to carry them into 
Practice: Where perſons, and their concerns and 
lives are ſo little known to one another, and Vice 
is ſo much leſs under the Reſtraints of Fear and 
Shame, than in other places, and therefore needs to 
be more narrowly watchd: Whither numbers of Men 
and Women flock from all parts, to ſupport them- 
ſelves by Gaming and Lewdneſs; and having no o- 
ther methods of Subſiſtence, are doubly diligent in 
corrupting of Youth. In a word, where, by this 
Concourſe: of corrupt minds and deſperate fortunes, 
Vice is able to form it ſelf into Societies and Com- 
binatzons for the deſtruction of Virtue ; and 28 J 
obſerv'd before, it would be very hard if they who 


form themſelves into Societies for the defence and 


ſupport of Virtue againſt thoſe Combinations of Vice, 
ſhould not meet with due commendation and en- 
couragement from every pious and good man: Of 
which ſort alſo, God be thanked, there are multitudes 
in this great and populous City; where not only 
Wickedneſs, but Religion alſo, is to be found in the 
greateſt perfection, as well in the regular Devorions 
and exemplary Piety and Order of pfivate Families, 
a In a zealous and conſtant Attendance upon the 
Publick Worſhip of God. But this | pleaſant and 
beautiful Scene is to be look'd upon as perpetu ally 
{ubjeQt to the Innundations of Vice, unleſs the Banks 
and Fences be watch'd and guarded with the utmoſt 
Care and Diligence. Fi 


. 
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God bas more immediately committed the Religious 


16 A Sermon. preached to the Societies 


And as the Place, ſo the Time alſo, calls upon 
alt” ferious and good men to exert themſelves with 
the greateſt zeal and activity in the ſupport of 
God's Honour, and the defence of his Religion, 4s 
gainlt - Profaneneſs and Immorality. The meſſenger 
of his hand has lately vifited à neighbouring Nat 
rion in a very terrible manner; and tho! his nand 
be ſtaid for the preſent, yer we have great cauſe 
to dread the qudgments which Proftanenets and 
Immorality do always, ſooner or later, pull down 
upon Kingdoms und Countries, if there be not 
found among us a proportionable number of go6d 
men, whoſe zeal for the honour! of God may ap- 
peaſe his Vengeance, and make an atonement for 
the Nation, and as it were ſtand between the Li. 
ving eee 10 20019 7953 
And if the Circumſtances both of Time and Place 
require a more than ordinary zeal for the main- 
tenance of God's Honour, and the ſuppreſſion of 
Profaneneſs and Immorality; I am very fure, it 
highly becomes Me, to whom the Providence of 


21 


concerns of theſe great Cities, earneſtly to beſeech, 
exhort, and ſummon, and, if 1 may be allowed the 
expreſſion, to give it in Charge to all who fear and 
love God, to appear openly and zealoufly in his 
Cauſe; to be diligent in executing the Laws 4- 
gainſt Protaneneſs and Immorality, ad to raiſe and 
encreaſe their zeal for the ſupport of Virtue and 
Religion, in proportion to the vigorous Attacks that 
they ſee made upon them by Saran and his wick» 
ed Inſtruments. TTC 


II it ſhall be made a queſtion, whoſe work and 
buſineſs it properly is to protect Religion and maintain 
the Honour of God upon earth, and to _—_— 
$53 2 I | der, 
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Order, or Degree of men it belongs; this ſeems 10 
me not unlike another enquiry, about Which ſpecula- 
tive men have buſied themſelves, namely, whar are 


r 


the proper Motives of Obedience to God, whether 


Fear, or Hope, or Love only: To which the true 


anſwer is, that all are proper Motives, and ah too 


little to keepimen ſtedfaſt in their Obedience to God. 
In like manger, if the quveſtion; be ask d, to what 
Order of men the protecting ot Religion, and main 
taining the Honour of God dots belong; the proper 
anſwer . is, that, it belongs to all Orders, to Mini- 
ſters, Magiſtrates, and all Mankind, of what Rank or 


Degree ſoever; and God knows, it is too apparent, 


that the numbers out of all forts, that are willing 


to engage in the ſervice, and lay the work to heart, are 


too little, with their whole united ſtrength, to main- 
tain Religion and Virtue againſt the open Inſults of 
Profaneneſs and Immortality. As all mankind, of what 
Rank, Order, or Degree ſoever, have received from 
God their Being, and all the Powers and Faculties of 
Body and Soul, they ſtand more immediately. engaged 
to employ them to his Honour and Glory from whom 
they receivd them, and who gave them principally 
for that end. As all Power, whether it be in a 
Natural or Civil Capacity, is derived from God; ſo 
in all Commiſſions of Power, of what kind or nature 
ſoever, a ſtrict obligation to maintain the honour and 
character of him from whom we receive our Power, 
js always underſtood, tho' it be not expreis'd. As 
God is our Common Lord and Maſter, and all Man- 
kind his Servants; it is a Common obligation upon 
All to employ the ſeveral Talents which he has com- 
mitted to them, not. only to the carrying on the 
buſineſs of their ſtations, but alſo to the maintenance 


of his own honour. For, is there any Maſter upomr 


earth, who will account that bis Servant bas done 
„ C2 his 
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his Duty, barely by attending the work and - buſineſs il 


more immediately belonging to his ſtation; if it ap- t 

pear, that ſuch Servant can fit ſtill, contentedly and t 
8 unconcern d, when he hears. his Maſter reproach'd and n 
K reviled? Fo | LEED ey 

I grant, if the queſtion be ask d, in what Ways the 

ſeveral ſorts and orders of men are bound to pro- i 


mote the Honour of God; there is a difference in the 1 
obligation, ariſing from the different Abilities and a 
Opportunities which God has put into their hands; c 
but the general Obligation ro employ whatever Abi- 2 
lities and Opportunities he has given, in his ſervice [ 
j and to his honour, is common to all mankind. It ! 
4 is the voice of Nature and Reaſon, and of all Ages c 
and Countries that have been Worſhippers of the t 
True God; and it will be time enough to make it 
1 a queſtion, to what part of mankind the work be 
l longs, when we ſee any part over-zealous and over- 
active in it; it will be time enough to diſcharge 
any ſort from the Service, when Virtue and Religion 
have viſibly got the better of Vice and Profaneneſs, 
| and we ſee them in quiet poſſeſſion of their Con- 
| queſts. But at preſent, I doubt it is roo true, that 
| as moſt men need to be ſpurr'd on in the profe- 
| cution of this great work, ſo rhe Joint-Endeavours 
i of all good men will be little enough to enable Virtue 
| and Religion to maintain their ground againſt Vice and 
. Profaneneſs, and againſt the various Engines contriv'd 
by a corrupt Generation, to ſupport them, and keep 
ie unten ane. . ö 
Amongſt theſe, I muſt particularly take notice of 
Maſqueradeg; as they deprive Virtue and Reli- 
gion of their laſt Refuge, I mean Shame ; which 
keeps multitudes of Sinners within the bounds of 
Decency. after they have broken thro* all the Ties 
q of Principle and Conſcience. But this Invention = 
84 of - 8 . V them 
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them free from that Tie alſo; being neither bet- 
ter nor worſe, than an Opportunity to ſay and do 
there, what Virtue, Decency, and Good -Manners will 
not permit to be ſaid or done in any other Place. If 

rſons of either Sex will frequent lewd and profane 
Pays or openly joyn themſelves to Looſe and Athe- 
iſtical Aſſemblies of any kind, they haue their Re- 
ward, they are ſure to be mark'd and branded by 
all good men, as perſons of corrupt minds and vi- 
cious Inclinations, who have abandon'd Religion and 
all pretenſions to it, and given themſelves. over to 
Luxury and Profaneneſs. And as bad as the- World 
is, this is a very heavy load upon the Characters 
of men, and, in ſpite of all the endeavours of Vice 
to bear up and keep it ſelf in countenance, it ſinks 
them by degrees into infamy and contempt. But 
this pernicious Invention intrenches Vice and Profane- 
neſs, againſt all the Aſſaults and Impreſſions ' of 


Shame ; and whatever Lewdneſs may be concerted; . 


whatever Luxury, Immodeſty,' or Extravagance may 
be committed in word or deed, no one's Reputa- 
tion is at ſtake, no one's Character is reſponſible 
for it, A circumſtance, of ſuch terrible confequence 
to Virtue aud Good-Manners, that if Maſquerades 
ſhall ever be reviv'd, as we heartily hope they will 
not, all ſerious Chriſtians within theſe two great and 
populous Cities will be nearly concerned to lay it 
to heart, and diligently to beſtir themſelves in caution» 
ing their friends and neighbours againſt ſuch fatal 
Snares. Particularly, all who have the Governmept 


and Education of Youth, ought to take the greateſt 


Care to keep them out of the way of this dange- 


rous Temptation; and then to labour againſt ' the 


Spreading of it; conſidering the proneneſs of man- 
Kind to fall into, the Diverſions and Manners of thoſe 
Who are of a ſuperiour Rank and CharaQter, 


I cannot 


| 
| 
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ſiderations apart, this. is a Diver 


bring about the reformation of ſinners 


— a. N 2 
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N 1 cannot forbear to add, that, all Religious Con- 
eratic | hon that no rpg 
Engliſhman ogght to be fond ot, when he femem. 


hers chat it was brought among us by the Ambaſlaoy 


of 2. neighbouring Nation in the laſt Reign, while his 
Maſter was in meaſures to Enſſave us; and indeed 
there is not a more effectual way to Enſlave a People, 


. A * 2 . « + 


than firſt to diſpirit and enfeeble; them by Licen- 


4 od SE. 55; tt 93:17 #73 M31 
And thus 1 have ſhewn, Firſt, How every. good man 
oughr ;t0. be aftected, when he ſes ang; obſerves the | 
wickedneſs of the world; that it becomes him to lay | 
it to heart, and to be greatly grieyed and concerned | 
at it. Secondly, I: have ſhewn, what is to be done on 
the part of a good man, 10 make it appear that his | 
grief and concern are hearty and fiucere: He mult | 
firſt firmly reſolve that he will uſe his utmoſt diligence | 
to oppoſe, and make head againſt it; and then, in pur- | 
ſuance of that reſolution, be mult take. all proper op- 
portunities to check and diſcourage ir, as far as his | 


ſtat ion and condition mall impower and | enable him, | 


and in ſuch ways, and methods as may, mot, probably | 


* 0 : 


» 


| There is yet ons way more of: expreſſing our grief | 
and concern at the wickedneſs of mankind, and it 
is equally in every. ones Power to help and afji}i | 
in that way; namely, to pray to God, that he will 
be gracioully pleaſed to reſtrain the power of Sin | 


and Satan, and enlarge the Kingdom of Chriſt up- 


on earth y that he will touch the heart of every 


ſinner with a lively ſenſe both of his vileneſs, and 


his danger; that he will inſpire all Orders and De- 
grees of men among us with zeal. and courage to 
oppoſe and diſcountenance Vice; and eſpecially, that | 


it will pleaſe him to put it into the hearts of our | 


Sovernours 
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Governours and Magiſtrates, and all others who are 
in Office and Authority of any kind, to ſer them- 
ſelves ſeriouſly to promote his honour and glory, 
from whom they received their Authority, and to 
whom they muſt give an account of it at the 
Laſt Day. 


| Now, to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy-Gluſt, be eſeribed ll bonour, pouer 

: praiſe, might, maje Y, and dominion, benceforth 
* _ wed. for eee, , ,, 
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QErious Advice to Perſons who have been Sick; 
to be put into their hands as ſoon as they are 


\ Recovered. With a Thanklgiving for Recovery. 
The Third Edition. Price 125. an Hundred. 


An Admonition againſt Profane and Common 
Swearing; to be put privately into the hands of Per- 
ſons who are addicted to that Vice. The Third Edition. 
Price 125. an Hundred. | 


Both by the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop - 


4 
of LONDON: And Printed for Joh Wy 
at the Roſe in St, Paul's Church-yard. 
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Te Nine and 1 


ACCOUNT, 


f THE; 
PROGRESS made in this 


Cities of London and Weſtminſtet, 


And Places adj ljacent, 


By the SociETIEs for Promoting 5 


48 Reformation of Manners : 


By Furthering the Execution of the LAWS 


againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality ; and other 
_ Chriſtian Methods: 


THE fiid SOCIETIES have, in purſuance 
of their Deſign, from the F;rſt of December 1722, 


to the Firſt of December 1723, Proſecured divers torts 
of Offenders, (vis. | 


” Lewd and Diſorderly Practices — — 1622 
Keeping of Bawdy and D. lordediy T Houſes 35 
Fox JExercifing their Trades or Ordinary 7 


Profane Swearing and Curling, 96 


Drunkenneſs 


Callings on the Lord s-Day — 648 


Proſecuting Common Gameſters and their 
Aſiociates 


fot keeping Common Gaming Houtes ——= 4 


The Total Number of Perſons Proſecuted by 
the Societics, in and near Lond en only, for, | 
Debauchery and Frofzneneſs | for 33 Ye F > 86944 
E laft paft, ate calculated at Eighty 815 Thau 
Fand Nine Handred has © Fours * 
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The ſaid Societies have alſo beet Aßling = 
28 


5 ; 


4 ” 
m — Wy — 3 DIET TS In ett Th Are ——ͤ ooo —— — 
— . — t̃ — 


ha} 


l F Impiety and Debauchery had gone on Spread- 
1 ing and Increaſing among us for the laſt Thyrry- 

| Tears, at that prodigious rate as they did for 
| many Years before, we had afluredly been one of 
| the moſt profligate Nations in the Chriſtian World, 
| and that under the cleareſt Light and greateſt Ad- 
| vantages for the knowing and practiſing our Duty, 
0 of almoſt any other Nation; which muſt probably 
= have reduc'd us to a very miſerable Condition long 
| before now. but by the Bleſſing of God upon the 
if various Endeavours of the Sccities of ſeveral forts, 
1 for Promoting Religion, and Reformation of Manners, 
a wonderful Check hath been given to the Prevalency 
of the moſt ſcandalous Vices, and in many Inſtances 
a a viſible Reformation has enſu d. 


Th. Reaſonableneſs of Uniting in Societies, for the. 
more effedual carrying on a Work of this Nature, 
need not be further prov d, after what has been faid | 
with ſo much Advantage upon that Subject in the {| 
Annual Reformation Sermons, as allo, by the Excel- 
lent Author of The Whole Duty of Man, who in his 
Treatiſe of The Cauſes of the Decay of Chriſtian Nie. | 
\ 7y, hath this remarkable Pallage : The Scandal (faith | 
| he) brought upon Religion, as it was not contrattcd | 
by the Irregularities of one or two Pes ſons, but by | 
i aſſociated and common Crimes; ſo neither will it be | 
[ removed by a few fingle and private Reformation,. 
There muſt be Combinations and publick Confederacics Yi © 
in Hirtue to balance and counterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or | 


pe will never recover that Honour which ſhe acquired = 
0 by the general Piety of ber Profeſſors, | | 


Thanks 
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Thanks be to God, many ſuch Combinations 
and publicx -Contederacies are now in Being, 
who make it a great part of their Buſineſs 
to oppoſe aſſociated, as well as particular Of- 
tender s. e 8 . 


The Societies for Reformation of - Manners 


are eminently ot that number: And the Uſeful- 


neſs of ſuch Confederacies is viſible from what 
has been attually brought about by Means of 
the ſaid Societies, beyond what could have been 
hoped for from any private Endeavours. Mul- 
titudes for S/ and Twenty Tears laſt paſt, have 
been proſecuted and punithed' according to Law, 
for lewd and ſcandalous PraQtices. Great num- 
bers of Bawdy-houſes, and other diſorderly 
Houſes, have been ſuppreſſed and ſhut-up, and 
the Streets were very much ' purged from the 
wretched Tribe of Nzght-walking Proſtitutes, and. 
molt deteſtable Sodomites. Many young Men, 
taken with lewd Women, have, by their being 
brought to timely Shame and Puniſhment, been 
diſcouraged and turned (as we have reaſon to 
hope ) from following ſuch finful Courſes, which 
often cauſe them to defraud their Parents, 
Maſters, c. and bring themſelves to utter 
Ruine. Moreover, many Thouſands of Books 
have been diſperſed by theſe Societies through- 
out the Kingdom, and put into the hands ot 
lewd and profane Perſons, to awaken them to 

a ſenſe of their Sins. By theſe various Me- 
thods, many Perſons have, by the Rleſſing of 

God, been brought to a ſenſe of theix Sin 
D 2 ; ang 


(64 
and Danger; and though fn b have 5 firſt been 
exaſſ era gd- againſt the, Inſtruments of awakenin 
15 Lig of 1 dre; qi Cans * itn 
them in their finful. Courſes ; yet Favs, afterwards 
plelled oy, for their Recovery, and been heartily 
thankful to thoſe who bave been ſerviceable. ro 
them therein. 


rea 


This Updertaking, begun by 2 very few Per: 
fors has, mighrily , ſpread ir ſelf, not only in 
Great-Briain, bur ; in Foreign Parts. And the 
great Good, hich, by God's Bleſſing, has: been 
done by the {aid Societies,” has very much ani 
mated theft Endeavour 5 bey have likewiſe 
been encouraged, by ” Teveral Royal Proclama- 
tions, Orders of. Seſſions, Preſentments of rand, 
1000 in many Counties of, England ; bib the 

ord-Mayors | and Court of Aldermen of the 
City of London; by many Sermons of tbe 
Right | me the. ee and other Eminent 
Divines, preached | ro the Societies, and pub. Ml. 
liſhed throughout the Kingdom; and by the 
Writings of other Learned Men as alſo by 
the ſolemn Approbation of a ee num- 
ber of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
the Honourable Judges of England and Ireland, 
and the Saane of ere Proceſtun 


Churches. 75 
It mulſt 1  confelled, That Pofinciel and 
Debapchery do Itill too much abound ; yet it 
. Cannot be deny'd, but that they are reformed, 4 
l in their Various. Branches, to à very Temarkable. 
lf Apes! ; from whence *tis exident, | that 1 
| © this 
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(5 ) 
this Work has had ſuch confiderable Succeſs, not- 
withſtand ing the many and great Diſpculties it 
has ſtruggled with, much greater Advances might 
haye been expected, had there been a more ge- 
neral and hearty Concurrence of Perſons of all 
Orders amongſt us, in N to the Greatneſs | C 
pt the Concern.” . | 
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Thoſe thai that have! a | Juſt Zeal for the | 
Honour of God and Religion:; who -defire to | 
prevent the ſpreading: of the Leprofie of Sin; 4 
who are unwilling to have their Children, and 
other Relations, or their. Friends and Servants, | 
corrupted | by ill Examples and wicked Allure- 2 
ments: Thoſe that fincerely wiſh well to thoſe ex- k 
cllent and hopeful: Nurſeries . of Piety and good- 
Manners, the CRAR ITV SCHOOLS ; 
and would be heartily grieved to ee the 
Chriſtian Inſtruction and pious Education that 
Children receive therein, miſcariy, through pre- 
vailing open Temptations to Wickedneſs, and | 
1 general Contempt of Religion: Thoſe, laſt- 1 
ly, who have any due Love to their Country, | 
and wou'd prevent à National Guilt, and there- | 
by keep off National Judgments, cannot poſhbly, 
one wou'd think, but heartily- approve and aſſiſt | 
this uſeful Defign” for Suppreſſing Frofaneneſs and 
amerality. fl 
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-Now; 1 ſome have moſt maliciouſly —_ 
© infiruated, That it is not Reformation | 
% | which is. intended, but the getting of 
5 = Nr from the Delinquents; and : ir 
14 uc 


** 


it 60 

ſuch baſe and vile Reports, have impo 
ſed on ſome very well⸗ meaning Peo- 

ple: It is hereby declared to the World, 
That ſuch a Charge upon theſe Socie- 
ties is abſolutely falſe. It is allowed, 
that there have been ſome baſe and 
wicked Perſons, (not engaged, or in the 
leaſt concerned in the Societies for Re- 
formation of Manners) who have ex- 
torted Money from Offenders,” and ſome- 
times from honeſt Men. But all ſuch 
Practices are utterly deteſted by theſe 
Societies, (who, it is well known, have 
lirily; enquired after | ſuch Perſons, and, 
\ when!-diſcoyerd, have brought them t6 
þEvoi@brnette) nor do they know or be- 


lieve, that any engaged in theſe 44 


ties are (chargeable therewith; * And 


prevent, as much as is. poſhble, all Sil | 


picion of à mercenary Deſign or Prin- 
ciple in any that act in the Buſineſs 
of Reſormation; the: GENTLEMEN 
deu have all along recommended 

and indeed inſiſted upon it with 


choſe of the Societies, who have given 


Informations againſt Vice or Profans- 


neſs, that they ſhould never receive that 
part of the Penalty which the Law al- 
lows the Informer ; and it has not 


come to their Knowledge in upwards 
of Twenty Years time, that any one Per- 
ſon of thoſe Societies have ated other- 
wiſe. However, if at any time here- 


after it ſhould happen that any Perſon 
or 


5 Nw 
or Perſons, concerned in any of the S6- 
cieties for Promoting Reformation of 


W Manners, ſhould be chargeable with any 


of the evil Practices before mentioned, 
or ev'n with taking the Reward which 
the Law allows them; It is humbly 
fequeſteck of all that are heartily con- 
cerned for the Intereſt of Religion, 
that they will give them Notice there- 
of. | 


N. B. The Perſons concerged in theſe: Societies 
confine their Proſecutions to the Offences men- 
tioned in this Account. | 


And for the further Preventing any Objections 


from thoſe who are too much diſpoſed to raiſe 
them, againſt this neceſſary Work of Reforma- 


tion; that there is more Regard had to the 
Puniſhment, than to the Converſion of profane 
and vicious Perſons; it may not be improper 
to acquaint the World, That in Conjunction 
with the other pious and proper Methods of 
lnſtruction, Admonition and Reproof, which are 
uled by the Societies to awaken Men to a 
Senſe of their Sins, and Concern for their Souls, 
the Number of large Books, and leſſer Diſcour- 


/e, that have been wrote by ſome of the Mem- 


bers of the Societies for Reformation, or which 
they have procured to be wrote and ' publiſhed 
by others, and have given at their own Charge, 
in this and other Kingdoms, for the Furthering ' 
of the Reformation of this, and other 1 
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